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On March 22, Notimex reported that the Argentine government has decided to appoint an
ambassador to Panama, equivalent to a de facto recognition of the government of President
Guillermo Endara. According to a senior official at the Argentine Foreign Ministry quoted by El
Clarin, designation of the ambassador "is one form of obviating formal recognition" of the US-
installed government. Juan Yofre, chief of the State Intelligence Secretariat (SIDE) during the first
months of President Carlos Menem's administration has been appointed to the ambassadorship,
to be made official in the next 30 days. Argentina has not had an ambassador in Panama since
February 1988, when Gen. Manuel Noriega refused to step down as military commander-in-chief
and effectively ousted President Eric Arturo Delvalle. At that time, Panama's participation in the
Group of 8 was suspended. (Basic data from Notimex, 03/22/90)
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